WHARTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

5th  ANNUAL JIM WENDEL MEMORIAL FISHING TOURNAMENT

RULES & REGULATIONS

1. All Federal and State rules and regulations will apply. Violations will result in disqualification of the entire team.

2. A maximum of four (4) anglers per team.

3. Tournament will be limited to the first fifty (50) teams.

4. At least one member of the winning team, of the Combined Stringer category, will submit to the taking of a certified polygraph test. Winner of any “side pot” category may be required to submit to the taking of a certified polygraph test in case of dispute. 
5. Use of a fishing guide is prohibited in any form or fashion during tournament hours.

6. Wade fishing is permitted within sight of other team members.

7. Contest is per team, not to exceed 4 people per team. This will eliminate pooling of fish.

8. Life jackets are suggested while boat is on plane. Drunkenness of any contestant will not be tolerated and will be subject to disqualification of entire team.

9. No team is permitted to approach nearer than 50 yards to any other boat, unless permission has been granted.

10. Fishing hours will begin at 6:00 a.m. August 15, 2009 and contestants must be in weigh-in line by 5:00 p.m. Weigh-in will begin at 3:00 p.m.

11. No fish may be accepted from or given to another team.

12. Trout & Red combination stringer will consist of no more than five (5) Trout and Two (2) Reds. (No Bull Reds) Trout must be at least 16 inches in length and Reds must be at least 20 inches in length and less than 28 inches in length. (No over sized tagged reds) Only one (1) Trout over 25 inches per team member will be allowed to be weighed-in. You are responsible for checking the minimum length of your fish.

13. In the event of a tie for the combination stringer, length of largest trout will determine winner over weight of stringer. 

14. Artificial, live or dead bait may be used. All fish must be caught on a rod and reel.

15. In case of a tie, length of fish will determine winner over weight of fish. This applies to the “Largest Trout” & “Largest Redfish” categories of the side pots.

16. Boundaries are limited to: the swing bridge at Sergeant, to the big jetties at Port O-Conner, East and West Matagorda Bays and any connecting river, stream, or tributary, and one mile out from the coast line into the Gulf.

17. Sponsors and organizers are not responsible for any accident or injury, nor loss, damage, or theft to any property.

18. Entrants are subject to disqualification from the Tournament in the event of any suspected foul play, to include the weighing-in of fish, which appear to have been caught prior to the date of the Tournament. The Weigh master shall have sole discretion in these matters. In the event of a disputed ruling, entrants may be required to take a certified polygraph test. Any protest must be submitted in writing, no later than 5:30 p.m.

19. All Weigh master’s rulings are FINAL.

20. A Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. warden will be at the weigh-in.

21. **Cash only will be accepted the day of the tournament, Early entries can be mailed and paid by check.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

